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Job Description

	Job title

	Project Officer/Technician North Somerset Bat Survey


	Department/School

	Department of Life Sciences, Milner Centre 

	Job family

	Education and Research

	Grade

	18


	Reporting to

	Dr Emma Stone


	Responsible for

	No staff management responsibilities

	Location

	University of Bath premises, Milner Centre 





	Background and context


	
There is urgent need to understand how global environmental changes impact biodiversity. Urbanisation is a significant factor in current and predicted species extinctions and a major threat to biodiversity. The Bat Conservation Research Lab at the University Of Bath, led by Dr Emma Stone is running the North Somerset Bat Survey working in partnership with North Somerset Council to gather spatial distribution data on bats across North Somerset to enable sustainable development.

This project is supported by The National Lottery Heritage Fund with thanks to National Lottery players

The North Somerset Bat Survey (https://batconservationresearchlab.co.uk/north-somerset-bat-survey/), is a citizen science project conducted with North Somerset Council to generate long term bat acoustic and distribution data through public engagement, that will be used to inform urban and rural development planning decisions at a county level. Detectors are hosted at 12 centres around the county and we coordinate groups of volunteers to engage in bat surveys by deploying detectors, recording and uploading data and creating bat distribution maps.
We are seeking an experienced committed project officer to lead and manage the administration and delivery of the project in 2025 including developing and delivering education materials for local schools, and volunteer training and materials, manage the website and social media, conduct bat acoustic surveys, analysis of acoustic data, use of R for mapping of data, reporting, conduct PR and media events and volunteer engagement and review.






	Job purpose


	
To administer and deliver the North Somerset Bat Survey under the supervision of Dr Emma Stone. 





	Main duties and responsibilities 


	1

	To provide technical support to staff working on a research project investigating the activity of bats in North Somerset. 


	2
	Provide support to PI and other research staff with project management (for example, organising meetings and corresponding with partners).


	3
	Write research reports and publications.


	4
	Participate regularly in group meetings and prepare and deliver presentations to research team.


	5
	To assist in the preparation of field-based sampling, strategy, data analysis and ensuring timely preparation of resources for the field surveys.


	6
	To organise science communication and outreach events and update website and social media, including development of communication and outreach materials (posters, leaflets etc)


	7
	To conduct project planning, admin, project management, organising volunteers and equipment


	8
	To communicate with volunteers, collaborators and partners


	9
	Organise and present PR events, engage with the media (including radio and TV interviews), public events and engagement activities

	10
	Maintain, source and repair equipment for the project

	11
	Develop schools-based education activities programme and materials

	12
	Develop volunteer training packs and deliver volunteer training events, workshops and engagement activities

	13
	Identify and engage local schools in the project, and deliver schools education programmes/activities and teacher training to a number of local schools 

	14
	Conduct mapping and predictive modelling of acoustic data

	15
	Conduct field work setting detectors in the field and complete bat acoustic analysis 

	16
	Maintain good relationships with project partners, including North Somerset Council 

	17
	You will from time to time be required to undertake other duties of a similar nature as reasonably required by your line manager. You are required to follow all University policies and procedures at all times and take account of University guidance. 





Person Specification

	Criteria

	Essential
	Desirable

	Qualifications
	
	

	A first degree (BA/BSc) in a subject relevant to the research activity



	√
	

	Master level qualification
	
	√

	Experience/Knowledge

	
	

	Relevant work experience in a related area to the project


	

	√

	Demonstrated depth and breadth of specialist knowledge of subject matter to effectively contribute to the research programme
	√
	

	Demonstrated awareness of latest developments in the field of research

	
	√

	Experience of developing and delivering education materials
	
	√

	Experience of coordinating citizen science projects, including admin, booking and public liaison
	
	√

	Management and development of education programmes
	√
	

	Media experience including Radio and TV
	√
	

	Skills
	
	

	Valid driving licence which must be compliant with the University’s insurance conditions.
	√
	

	Experience in bat acoustic analysis, (ideally with WA software and BTO pipeline)
	√
	

	Experience of mapping bat distribution data in R
	√
	

	Experience of science and public communication, including social media, video production, events, Instagram etc
	√
	

	Ability to organise and prioritise own workload to meet required deadlines
	√
	

	Ability to write research reports and to effectively disseminate outcomes
	√
	

	Excellent public communication skills, verbal, interpersonal and written communication skills
	√
	

	Highly competent in IT packages as appropriate to discipline/area of research
	√
	

	Project management skills
	√
	

	Attributes
	 
	

	Commitment to working within professional and ethical codes of conduct


	√
	

	Innovation and developing creative solutions 
	√
	

	Self-confidence when communicating with a wide range of stakeholders 

	√
	

	Commitment to safe working practices
	√
	

	Ability to work independently 
	√
	

	Commitment to excellence in research
	√
	

	Ability to be an effective team worker
	√
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